
1st November 2018                                                                                                                                    Head teacher: Mr M Askew 

News  

Welcome back everyone to the start of autumn 2. It has started with Halloween and will end 

with the Christmas Concert at the Fen Ditton Church and a PTFA ‘winter warmer’ event. In the 

middle will be lots of exciting learning taking place… 

As you will have noticed we thought we would continue the building work theme. Following 

weeks of scaffolding up around the school to replace the school roof and the ongoing cycleway works outside, 

which I think is starting to look great and will hopefully encourage more people to cycle or walk  to school, we 

thought we would dig up the playground for good measure. This project is to replace the old equipment and 

very tired green matting with a new play tower, safer rubber mulch on the ground  and a trim trail which will 

really enhance the front of the school grounds and provide hours of fun for the children to develop their gross 

motor skills. This should be complete by the end of next week. We will be initially timetabling classes on 

certain days to ensure that all children can explore and play safely on this equipment.  

The playground project has only been made possible by the dedication and commitment of the PTFA, who 

donated £7000 to the school to help fund it. I know that there have been a number of you expressing an 

interest to get involved with the PTFA, so please get in touch (details at the end of this newsletter) as they are 

always looking for more support to help generate funds, which from my point of view is so welcome, with all 

school budgets being squeezed more and more. 

As part of our ongoing commitment to safeguarding, can you please explain to your child that they are not 

allowed to play on the trim trail or tower equipment before or after school? This message is particularly 

important for any children who travel independently to school. If possible, children should not be arriving to 

school in the mornings before 8.55am as there are no school staff on duty until 9 am. Thank you for your 

support with this. 

Can I remind the parents of Nightingale pupils that following the class assembly, we will be hosting our third E-

Safety workshop which has been very well received so far.   

Thank you as ever for your support. 

Mr Askew 
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Achievements  

At the end of term two pupils from each class who demonstrated the most achievement 

overall received a book to take home and enjoy. Well done to Rohan & Catherine from Emus, 

Maya and Syhaan from Pelicans, Ellie and Liam from Swans, Emile and Phoebe from Toucans 

and Anastasia and Mateusz from Penguins. 

 

Attendance Cup 

Well done to Toucans who won the attendance cup in the last week of term, they also had the highest 

attendance across the whole term. 

 

                     House Points Cup – overall points 

                     Congratulations to Darwin last term 

Rank House Points 

1st Darwin  733 

2nd Blackburn 580 

3rd Franklin 533 

4th Hawking 413 

 

Children in Need - 16th November 

House representatives will be selling Children in Need merchandise each day from Monday 5th November at 

8:50am, outside the school office. Pin badges are £1 each and key rings are £2 each.  

On the day Friday 16th November the following will be happening: 

Children can come to school dressed in spotty non-uniform for a £1 donation 

           In the hall from 3.30pm-4.30pm each house will be hosting a Bring and Buy Stall with all proceeds going to 

Children in need. 

          Cake donations are welcomed for the refreshment stall    

PTFA Christmas Shopping Event 

Tickets for the Christmas Shopping Event will be on sale from Monday 5th November at the school office.  

Caterers Recruitment 

Caterlink, our new caterers, are recruiting for a catering Assistant vacancy at the school. If you are 

interested please call 01234 360874 or Tracy on 07741 321253. 



PTFA AGM Tuesday 13th November at Kings Head Pub. It would be lovely to 

see some new faces. 

 

Break time snacks for Keys Stage 2 Children 

Just to confirm, children in Key Stage 2 are allowed to bring in, if they would like to, a healthy snack (pieces of 

fruit, carrot/veg sticks etc. to have at morning break time. The children will need to take their snack out of 

their lunchbox or bag and put it in the snack basket provided by the class teacher, ready for playtime. It may 

help if your child’s snack is labelled to avoid confusion. Children should not be going to the hall at break times 

to collect snacks.  

Reception School Places for September 2019 

The application process for children due to start primary school in September 2019 begins on 1st November 

2018. The closing date for applications is 15th January 2019. For further information or queries please contact 

the Admissions Team at: admissions@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

TERM TIME HOLIDAYS 

Can we please remind parents that term time holidays are not allowed, anyone taking 

their child/children out of school during term time is potentially liable to pay a fine. 

Events coming soon 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 6th November Flu vaccinations Yr R- Yr 5 

Friday 16th November Children in Need 

Friday 9th November Nightingales Class Assembly 9.15am followed by an E-safety workshop for parents 

Friday 16th November Children In Need Day  

Thursday 22nd November Christmas shopping Event. 7pm-9pm. £2 entry fee includes a raffle ticket 

Friday 23rd November Pelicans Class Assembly 9.15am 

Followed by an E-safety workshop for parents 

Thursday 6th December PTFA Winter Disco 

Tuesday 11th December Reception and Swans class Christmas show dress rehearsal 

Wednesday 12th December Reception and Swans class Christmas show 2.30pm 

Thursday 13th December Reception and Swans class Christmas show 5.30pm 

Friday 14th December Schools Christmas lunch 

Wednesday 19th December Christmas Carol Service, with PTFA run refreshments/Tombola afterwards  

Term Dates 2018 - 2019 

AUTUMN TERM 2018 

 

School Ends – Friday 19 October 

Half Term - 22 October - 26 October 

School Starts – Monday 29 October 

Autumn Term Ends – Wednesday 19 

December 

 

SPRING TERM 2019 

 

Training Day 2 – Thursday 3 Jan 2019 

Training Day 3 – Friday 4 Jan 2019 

Spring Term Starts – Monday 7 Jan 

2019 

School Ends – Friday 15 Feb 2019 

Half Term - 18 February - 22 Feb 2019 

School Starts – Monday 25 Feb 2019 

Spring Term Ends – Friday 5 April 

2019 

 

SUMMER TERM 2019 

 

Training Day 4 – Tuesday 23 April 2019 

Summer Term Starts – Wednesday 24 

April 2019 

May Bank Holiday – Monday 6 May 2019 

School Ends – Thursday 23 May 2019 

Training Day 5 – Friday 24 May 2019 

Half Term 27 May – 31 May 2019 

School Starts – Monday 3 June 2019 

Summer Term Ends – Wednesday 24 July 

2019 

Contact Details 

School PTFA CONTACT DETAILS: 



 

Horningsea Road 

Fen Ditton 

Cambridgeshire CB5 8SZ 

01223 292342 

E-mail: office@fenditton.cambs.sch.uk 

 

E-mail: fendittonptfa@gmail.com 

Facebook: Fen Ditton Primary School PTFA 

Twitter: @fendittonptfa 
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1st November 2018                                                                                                                                    Head teacher: Mr M Askew 

News  

Welcome back everyone to the start of autumn 2. It has started with Halloween and will end 

with the Christmas Concert at the Fen Ditton Church and a PTFA ‘winter warmer’ event. In the 

middle will be lots of exciting learning taking place… 

As you will have noticed we thought we would continue the building work theme. Following 

weeks of scaffolding up around the school to replace the school roof and the ongoing cycleway works outside, 

which I think is starting to look great and will hopefully encourage more people to cycle or walk  to school, we 

thought we would dig up the playground for good measure. This project is to replace the old equipment and 

very tired green matting with a new play tower, safer rubber mulch on the ground  and a trim trail which will 

really enhance the front of the school grounds and provide hours of fun for the children to develop their gross 

motor skills. This should be complete by the end of next week. We will be initially timetabling classes on 

certain days to ensure that all children can explore and play safely on this equipment.  

The playground project has only been made possible by the dedication and commitment of the PTFA, who 

donated £7000 to the school to help fund it. I know that there have been a number of you expressing an 

interest to get involved with the PTFA, so please get in touch (details at the end of this newsletter) as they are 

always looking for more support to help generate funds, which from my point of view is so welcome, with all 

school budgets being squeezed more and more. 

As part of our ongoing commitment to safeguarding, can you please explain to your child that they are not 

allowed to play on the trim trail or tower equipment before or after school? This message is particularly 

important for any children who travel independently to school. If possible, children should not be arriving to 

school in the mornings before 8.55am as there are no school staff on duty until 9 am. Thank you for your 

support with this. 

Can I remind the parents of Nightingale pupils that following the class assembly, we will be hosting our third E-

Safety workshop which has been very well received so far.   

Thank you as ever for your support. 

Mr Askew 
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Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 6th November Flu vaccinations Yr R- Yr 5 

Friday 16th November Children in Need 

Friday 9th November Nightingales Class Assembly 9.15am followed by an E-safety workshop for parents 

Friday 16th November Children In Need Day  

Thursday 22nd November Christmas shopping Event. 7pm-9pm. £2 entry fee includes a raffle ticket 

Friday 23rd November Pelicans Class Assembly 9.15am 

Followed by an E-safety workshop for parents 

Thursday 6th December PTFA Winter Disco 

Tuesday 11th December Reception and Swans class Christmas show dress rehearsal 

Wednesday 12th December Reception and Swans class Christmas show 2.30pm 

Thursday 13th December Reception and Swans class Christmas show 5.30pm 

Friday 14th December Schools Christmas lunch 

Wednesday 19th December Christmas Carol Service, with PTFA run refreshments/Tombola afterwards  

Term Dates 2018 - 2019 

AUTUMN TERM 2018 

 

School Ends – Friday 19 October 

Half Term - 22 October - 26 October 

School Starts – Monday 29 October 

Autumn Term Ends – Wednesday 19 

December 

 

SPRING TERM 2019 

 

Training Day 2 – Thursday 3 Jan 2019 

Training Day 3 – Friday 4 Jan 2019 

Spring Term Starts – Monday 7 Jan 

2019 

School Ends – Friday 15 Feb 2019 

Half Term - 18 February - 22 Feb 2019 

School Starts – Monday 25 Feb 2019 

Spring Term Ends – Friday 5 April 

2019 

 

SUMMER TERM 2019 

 

Training Day 4 – Tuesday 23 April 2019 

Summer Term Starts – Wednesday 24 

April 2019 

May Bank Holiday – Monday 6 May 2019 

School Ends – Thursday 23 May 2019 

Training Day 5 – Friday 24 May 2019 

Half Term 27 May – 31 May 2019 

School Starts – Monday 3 June 2019 

Summer Term Ends – Wednesday 24 July 

2019 

Contact Details 

School PTFA CONTACT DETAILS: 



 

Horningsea Road 

Fen Ditton 

Cambridgeshire CB5 8SZ 

01223 292342 

E-mail: office@fenditton.cambs.sch.uk 

 

E-mail: fendittonptfa@gmail.com 

Facebook: Fen Ditton Primary School PTFA 

Twitter: @fendittonptfa 


